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1 Introduction

The Digital Humanities Association of Southern
Africa (DHASA) is pleased to announce its fifth
conference, focusing on the theme The role of hu-
manities in digital humanities and artificial intelli-
gence.

This conference is hosted by the Council for Sci-
entific and Industrial Research (CSIR) at its presti-
gious International Convention Centre in Pretoria,
South Africa, from 10-14 November 2025.

In a region where the field of Digital Humanities
is still relatively underdeveloped, this conference
aims to address this gap and foster growth and col-
laboration in the field. The conference offers an
opportunity for researchers interested in showcas-
ing their work in the broad field of Digital Humani-
ties to come together. By doing so, the conference
provides a comprehensive overview of the current
state-of-the-art in Digital Humanities, particularly
within the Southern Africa region. As such, the
conference consists of submissions related to Digi-
tal Humanities research conducted by individuals
from Southern Africa or research focused on the
geographical area of Southern Africa.

Furthermore, the conference serves as a platform
for information sharing and networking among re-
searchers who are passionate about Digital Human-
ities. By bringing together experts working on
Digital Humanities in Southern Africa or focusing
on Southern Africa, we aim to promote collabora-
tion and facilitate further research in this dynamic
field.

In addition to the main conference, affiliated
workshops are organised, providing researchers
with valuable insights into novel technologies and
tools. These supplementary events are designed for
researchers interested in specific aspects of Digital
Humanities or seeking practical information to en-
ter or advance their knowledge in the field. In par-
ticular, the 6th Workshop on Resources for African

Indigenous Languages (RAIL) is co-located with
the DHASA conference.

The four half-day workshops that will be hosted
are:

• Processing South African language text with
Python, by Laurette Marais and Laurette Pre-
torius

• Overview of Generative AI tools and Utilisa-
tion, by Privolin Naidoo

• A Practical Guide to Writing Data Papers in
the Humanities, by Johannes Sibeko and Ben-
ito Trollip

• Machine Learning for everyone with Orange
Data Mining by Alette Schoon

Lastly, the Nthavela Newspaper Corpus will be
launched as part of an initiative to establishing new
partnerships to preserve and grow the indigenous
language media in the digital space.

2 Submissions

All long and short paper submissions to the con-
ference followed an open peer-review process, in
which two reviewers reviewed each submission.
We received 14 long paper submissions (57% ac-
ceptance rate) and two short paper submissions
(100% acceptance rate).

3 Best Paper Award

The DHASA 2025 Best Paper Award is awarded
to Dr Sanjin Muftic from the University of Cape
Town, who authored the paper titled Setting the
Stage: Enabling Spaces for Dialogues with Ibali
Digital Collections UCT.

4 Sponsors

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support
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Language Resources (SADiLaR) and the North-
West University Centre for Digital Humanities
(NWU CDH), without which this conference would
not have been possible.

5 Program Committee

We would like to thank all members of the program
committee. Their careful evaluation of the submis-
sions and the feedback provided to the authors has
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